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Oar  New  Professor 


The  following  sketch  of  our  new  professor  is  taken  from 
"Who's  Who  in  America:" 

"James  Overton  Reavis,  Clergyman,  born  Monroe  county, 
Missouri,  December  8th,  1872,  son  of  James  Overton  and  Ellen 
Roselle  Reavis.  A.  B.  Westminster  College,  Missouri,  1896; 
A.  M.  1897;  B.  D.  Presbyterian  Theological  Seminary,  Louis- 
ville, Kentucky,  1899;  M.  A.  New  York  University,  1901;  B. 
D.  Princeton  Theological  Seminary,  1901 ;  D.  D.  Austin  Col- 
lege, Sherman,  Texas,  1908.  Married  Eva  Fulton  Wither- 
spoon,  of  Louisville,  Kv.,  December  18th,  1902.  Ordained 
Presbyterian  Ministry  1899.  Pastor  First  Presbyterian 
church,  Dallas,  Texas,  1902-05.  Secretary  Foreign  Missions, 
Presbyterian  Church  of  the  U.  S.  1905-11.  Pastor  First  Pres- 
byterian church,  Columbia,  S.  C,  1911 — .  Instructor  Colum- 
bia Theological  Seminary  1911 — .  Visited  Missions  in  the 
Congo  1910.     Address,  Columbia,  S.  C." 

It  will  be  seen  that  Dr.  Reavis,  though  comparatively  a 
young  man,  has  had  a  wide  and  varied  experience  as  pastor  of 
two  of  our  largest  and  most  prominent  churches,  where  he  was 
very  successful.  Also  as  the  efficient  and  valued  Secretary  of 
Foreign  Missions.  Dr.  Reavis  has  had  unusual  opportunities 
of  study  in  the  field  of  Biblical  Theology;  first,  with  Dr.  Mar- 
quess at  the  Kentucky  Seminary,  then  with  Dr.  Voss  at  the 
Princeton  Seminary,  and  also  special  courses  at  the  Seminary 
of  the  Free  Church  in  Edinburgh  during  one  term. 

While  he  was  pastor  in  Columbia  Dr.  Reavis,  in  proof  of 
his  scholarly  taste  and  desire   for  knowledge,  took  the  Law 


Course  at  the  University  of  South  Carolina  and  graduated  with 
the  degree  of  LL.  B.  in  1914.  Dr.  Reavis  has  also  been 
instructor  in  the  Seminary  for  the  past  three  years  in  the  field 
of  Missions  and  has  done  unusually  good  work,  and  has  shown 
capacity  of  interesting  young  men  and  of  communicating  to 
them  a  wide  vision  of  the  work  and  duty  of  the  Church.  He 
has  been  especially  attractive  to  young  men  in  his  pastorates, 
both  in  Dallas  and  Columbia,  and  crowds  of  students  have  filled 
his  galleries  during  his  entire  pastorate  in  Columbia.  His 
addition  to  the  Faculty  promises  to  increase  its  efficiency  in 
teaching  power,  in  magnetic  influence  over  young  men,  and  in 
spiritual  power.  The  entire  constituency  of  the  Seminary  has 
received  the  news  of  his  appointment  with  unusual  favor. 

Seminary  Scholarships  for  Students 

The  chief  need  of  Columbia  Seminary  today  is  a  scholarship 
fund  for  the  support  of  gifted  and  qualified  students,  who  are 
coming  in  larger  numbers  than  for  many  years  to  the  Institu- 
tion. It  is  believed  that  if  our  men  of  means  knew  of  this 
fact  they  would  be  glad  to  found  scholarships  which  would 
continue  for  all  the  future  to  maintain  young  men  of  promise 
in  the  preparation  for  the  gospel  ministry.  It  may  be  that 
some  of  our  men  of  means  would  like  to  invest  with  the  Board 
sums  ranging  from  two  to  five  thousand  dollars  for  this  pur- 
pose, receiving  during  their  life  or  the  life  of  someone  else  a 
certain  per  cent,  upon  the  sum  given  to  the  Seminary. 

This  method  of  endowing  a  scholarship  is  increasing  in  other 
parts  of  the  country,  and  it  has  wide  scope  for  use  in  our  own 
section.  A  gentleman  of  some  means  has  already  spoken  to 
the  authorities  of  the  Seminary  of  his  desire  to  invest  ten  thou 
sand  dollars  in  the  institution  for  scholarship  endowment, 
which,  however,  will  bear  interest  at  the  rate  of  seven  per  cent, 
during  the  life  of  his  wife  and  at  her  death  the  entire  amount 
will  be  available  for  the  maintenance  of  promising  students. 
If  our  ministers  and  others  would  acquaint  their  men  of  means 
with  the  desirability  of  using  some  of  their  funds  in  this  way  it 
is   hoped   that   the   scholarships   of   the   Institution   might   be 


greatly  increased  and  its  efficiency  in  this  way  enlarged.  Cor- 
respondence with  the  President  of  the  Seminary  on  this  sub- 
ject is  solicited. 

Some  Unusual  Advantages  of 
Columbia  Seminary 

All  of  the  seminaries  of  the  Church  have  scholarly  faculties 
who  are  conducting  the  usual  curriculum  of  theological  study 
with  effectiveness  so  as  to  train  young  men  well  for  the  gospel 
ministry.  But  it  is  believed  that  Columbia  has  some  unusual 
advantages  which  mark  it  in  eminent  degree. 

First,  its  location  in  the  very  heart  of  a  modern  and  pro- 
gressive Southern  city  of  more  than  sixty  thousand  inhabitants. 
The  Seminary  is  only  four  blooks  from  Main  street,  within  the 
very  heart  of  the  very  best  resident  section  of  the  city,  and 
quite  near  to  the  great  institutions  which  are  found  in  the 
capital  city  of  the  State.  The  University  of  South  Carolina, 
the  great  skyscrapers,  the  large  business  houses,  the  chief 
churches,  the  mill  villages,  the  Southern  and  Seaboard  Rail- 
road shops  are  all  sufficiently  near  to  furnish  opportunities  of 
observation  and  of  information  to  young  men  who  ought  to 
know  something  of  the  complex  life  of  the  modern  city.  The 
society  of  Columbia  is  open  to  our  students  so  that  they  are 
welcomed  into  its  best  homes.  In  this  way  the  young  men  are 
privileged  to  study  the  life  of  the  city  today  with  an  unusual 
degree  of  intimacy  and  nearness  of  approach. 

Second,  the  University  of  South  Carolina  opens  all  of  its 
courses,  without  charge,  to  our  students,  and  in  addition 
arranges  for  them  to  take  either  the  Bachelor's  or  Master's 
degree  by  counting  a  large  part  of  the  work  done  at  the  Semi- 
nary. For  example,  the  Master's  degree  is  given  for  four 
courses,  two  of  which  may  be  taken  at  the  Seminary  and  two 
at  the  University.  A  young  man,  therefore,  who  is  properly 
qualified  and  prepared  can  take  one  course  of  three  hours  a 
week  at  the  University  one  year  and  another  course  the  next 
year  and  receive  the  Master's  degree  at  the  end  of  two  years. 


Six  young  men  from  the  Seminary  received  this  degree  during 
the  curent  year. 

This  combination  offers  unusual  advantages  for  special 
students,  and  it  is  believed  will  attract  in  larger  numbers,  a 
select  class  of  young  men  who  desire  to  avail  themselves  of 
these  opportunities. 

Third,  the  Library  of  the  Seminary  is  unexcelled,  especially 
in  the  Puritan  Theology  of  Great  Britain,  and  is  now  being 
catalogued  by  an  expert  librarian,  and  its  riches  will  be  avail- 
able during  the  next  year.  The  privilege  of  study  and  research 
in  a  great  library  is  one  that  cannot  be  overestimated.  The 
late  Dr.  Thos.  Smyth,  of  Charleston,  a  man  of  fine  scholarship 
and  considerable  means,  collected  during  his  long  life  these 
1  c  oks  which  furnish  the  basis  of  the  Library,  and  it  is,  there- 
fore, called  The  Smyth  Library.  It  is  certain  to  attract  the 
attention  of  scholars  and  investigators  in  larger  measure  as  its 
riches  become  available  and  more  widely  advertised. 

Fourth,  the  opportunities  for  work  for  students  are  unusually 
large.  'Any  student,  up  to  date,  who  has  desired  some  kind  of 
work,  has  been  able  to  secure  it,  and  it  is  believed  that  this  will 
continue.  The  central  location  of  the  city,  the  large  number 
of  churches  and  the  unusual  opportunities  that  are  presented 
make  it  an  attractive  place  from  which  to  secure  remunerative' 
work  which  will  be  helpful  to  the  student  engaging  in  it  in  the 
line  of  his  ministerial  labors  in  the  future.  It  is  believed  that 
in  these  and  in  many  other  respects  the  Columbia  Seminary 
has  unusual  advantages,  which,  when  known,  attract  students 
to  its  walls. 

Fifth,  the  classic  beauty  of  the  campus  and  the  unsurpassed 
loveliness  of  the  outlook  facing  the  famous  Hampton-Preston 
residence  and  gardens,  now  converted  into  the  College  for 
Women.  The  distinguished  President  of  one  of  the  greatest 
institutions  in  our  country  in  visiting  the  Columbia  Seminary 
recently  said  that  he  knew  nowhere  any  scene  or  outlook 
which  equalled  that  from  the  front  of  our  central  buildings. 
It  is  a  helpful  stimulus  to  the  student  to  pursue  his  work 
in  the  midst  of  such  a  beautiful  and  historic  environment.  It 
is  the  purpose  to  maintain  and  develop  the  grounds  until  they 
furnish  a  demonstration  of  the  possibilities  of  beauty  and 
charm  which  already  in  good  measure  delight  every  observer. 


